
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO EIGHTEEN YEARS FOR
AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS.

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF CT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Dear members of the Connecticut Human Services Committee:

Good afternoon, my name is Juana Domingo and I arrived in Connecticut in January 2011. I was 14
years old. I now live with my partner in East Hartford and I have two children. My daughter is 6 years
old and my son is 2 years old. I am a member of the Hartford Deportation Defense. I am in favor of
S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO EIGHTEEN YEARS FOR AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE
PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS because it would
be an important step forward in getting health care access for our whole immigrant community.

Since my daughter was born I got hemorrhoids and for more than a month I couldn't walk, my feet
were shaking and I couldn't sit down, I was bleeding a lot. I went to the clinic and since I didn't have
medical insurance they sent me to the emergency hospital. There they also asked me if I had
medical insurance and since I didn't, they made me wait for more than an hour. Then the assistant
called me and without examining me they told me that they thought it was hemorrhoids and
prescribed suppositories. I told them that they had not checked me, to please check me. Then the
doctor checked me and told me that it was not hemorrhoids, that it was something internal but she
could not treat it. She prescribed suppositories and told me to go to a primary care doctor. The
primary doctor referred me to a specialist and I had a CAT scan which cost me $1800. I could not
afford it because I was sick with pain and my husband was the only one working. They lowered the
cost of the scan to $882 if I could pay for it all together. I paid for it by borrowing money and with
help from the Defense Collective. It turned out that I have an ovarian cyst and now I have to have an
ultrasound to find out if it is benign or cancerous. The doctor never called me to explain these
results. Only the assistant called me and told me that she could not explain more because she is
only the assistant. Now I need medical attention and I don't know what I can do.

That is why I beg you to pass this bill S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO
EIGHTEEN YEARS FOR AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REGARDLESS
OF IMMIGRATION STATUS and keep moving forward to provide health care for all. So that we can be
healthy and work for our families and this country. We all need medical attention because illness is
not based on age.

Thank you,
Juana Domingo




